The main beam correction term in kinetic energy release from metastable peaks.
The correction term for the precursor ion signal width in determination of kinetic energy release is reviewed, and the correction term is formally derived. The derived correction term differs from the traditionally applied term. An experimental finding substantiates the inaccuracy in the latter. The application of the "T-value" to study kinetic energy release is found preferable to kinetic energy release distributions when the metastable peaks are slim and simple Gaussians. For electronically predissociated systems, a "borderline zero" kinetic energy release can be directly interpreted in reaction dynamics with strong curvature in the reaction coordinate.